
EAACI/UEMS Knowledge Exam in Helsinki

This year’s EAACI Knowledge Exam, 
held in Helsinki during the Annual 
Congress, was once again very well 
attended. The 56 attendees joined 

us this year from 23 countries in Europe and 

around the world (including from Chile, 

Namibia, Saudi Arabia and Sri Lanka), and 

the Academy is proud to announce that we 

were able to issue knowledge certificates to 

49 successful candidates. 

The Knowledge Exam is a written MCQ-

based test covering all important areas of 

clinical allergy and immunology and related 

aspects of basic immunology, including Task 

Force documents and Guidelines. With the 

keen support of all EAACI Sections, Task 

Forces and Interest Groups, the Academy’s 

question-pool has been filled with over 600 

questions. EAACI is planning further 

improvements to the Knowledge Exam, such 

as specialised learning materials with sample 

questions. In addition, a pediatric track is 

planned, underlining EAACI’s dedication to 

the treatment of allergy as early in life as 

possible to prevent more difficult problems 

later.

The test is now a pre-requisite for the 
Swiss Allergy specialty, and EAACI strongly 
recommends that all its members participate 
in the Knowledge Exam, anticipating 
improved patient care as a result. Successful 
graduates are enjoying high recognition 
throughout Europe and worldwide. 

Due to my obligations as VP Congresses, 
the position of Exam Chair has now been 
taken by Musa Khaithov. I thank all colleagues 
for their engagement and will continue to 
support the exam and in particular the initia-
tive for generating learning materials in the 
future.

Looking forward to seeing you in 
Munich! ●

Carsten Schmidt-Weber

EAACI Vice-President Congresses

General Assembly report 2017

The EAACI General Assembly of 
2017 took place on Monday 19 
June during the Annual Congress 
in Helsinki.

The reports of the President, Secretary 
General and Board of Officers gave the mem-
bership an overview of EAACI activities in the 
past year and an outlook for future years.

EAACI President Antonella Muraro illus-
trated the different projects realised by the 
EAACI leadership, with special reference to 
the new Governance structure of the Acad-
emy, the establishment of new networks with 
different stakeholders, the organisation of 
several initiatives at the European political 
level, the EAACI/AAAAI PRACTALL collabo-
ration on Precision Medicine, and the realisa-
tion of the Clinical Practice Guidelines on 
Allergen Immunotherapy. 

As Secretary General, I made the annual 
report of all internal activities of the Acad-
emy, including details of the new Headquar-
ters’ organisation, constitution and bylaws 
revision and election outcomes. 

Vice-President Congresses Lars Poulsen 
provided an overview of the meetings of the 
Academy, with special emphasis on the success-
ful Helsinki Congress in terms of number attend-
ees, number of abstracts, the host of new tech-
nology and the exciting scientific program. 

Vice-President Education and Specialty 
Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier presented 
details of the EAACI Knowledge Exam, and 
CME and Specialty Committees updates. He 
also commented on the EAACI fellowships, 
Task Forces, Position Papers, Allergy Schools 
and Master Class, as well as new educational 
tools. Vice-President Communication & 
Memberships Ioana Agache underlined the 
new impact factors of the EAACI journals, the 
number of active members, which exceeded 
10,000 in May 2017 and the communication 
platforms. Treasurer Marek Jutel presented 
the current good financial status of the Acad-
emy, which complies with Swiss law, accord-
ing to a recent Audit report.

Voting members of the General Assembly 
then unanimously approved the reports of 
the board members and the nominations for 

the new Board of Officers and Executive 

Committee members for the 2017–2019 

term.

To conclude, Antonella Muraro expressed 

her feelings of gratitude to the whole Execu-

tive Committee and General Assembly for 

their contribution to the success of the Acad-

emy. She then officially handed over the 

EAACI Presidency to the new President, 

Ioana Agache, who introduced the key objec-

tives of the Strategic Program 2017–2019 to 

the assembled audience.

Sustainable growth and raising standards 

are part of the ambitious presidential Strate-

gic Program for the next two years. The 

future of EAACI is guaranteed! ●

Peter Hellings

EAACI Secretary General
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