PRESS RELEASE

EAACI calls on MEPs to address allergies diagnosis gap
by signing Written Declaration 0022/2013
Huge response to diagnostic test in European Parliament shows extent of interest in
allergies and need for better diagnostic services
13.01.2014 Brussels, Belgium – Last week the European Academy of Allergy and
Clinical Immunology (EAACI) conducted three days of diagnostic tests for allergies in
the European Parliament. In total 350 people took the opportunity to be examined for
sensitivity to the most common allergens and to be given an expert advice, and 47% of
them tested positively.
Among the 150 million Europeans affected by allergic diseases, approximately one fifth
are affected by severe, debilitating diseases, but these are neglected as a public health
concern. Around 50% of allergies sufferers are undiagnosed, and others often have to
wait a considerable time before a diagnosis becomes available.
The event was organised with the sponsorship of Claudiu Ciprian Tănăsescu MEP and
the tests were conducted by a medical team led by Professor Peter Hellings, Professor
at the Catholic University of Leuven and Clinic Head at the Department of
Otorhinolaryngology of the University Hospitals Leuven.
Professor Nikos Papadopoulos, the President of EAACI, said:
“We knew that allergies are a major health issue but frankly we have been overwhelmed
by the interest of people from the European Parliament. It demonstrates the burden of
allergy and that it is not sufficiently recognised.”
Professor Antonella Muraro, Secretary General of EAACI added:
“There is a need to acknowledge the increasing demand and to improve allergy services
across European countries.”
Professor Peter Hellings said:
“My team and I conducted diagnostic tests and provided advice non-stop on each of the
three days. Some of the participants had quite severe symptoms. A first step towards
helping patients with allergy should be to provide them with easier access to diagnosis.”
Claudiu Ciprian Tănăsescu MEP said:
"I am very happy that together with EAACI we have managed to facilitate an allergy test
for a considerable number of people in the European Parliament. This common chronic
disease has a serious impact on people’s lives, and I urge Member States to develop
adequate national allergy programmes.”
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EAACI therefore urges those MEPs who have not already done so to sign the Written
Declaration on Recognising the Burden of Allergic Disease 1 before it closes on 21st
January.
For more information contact:
EAACI:2
Macarena Guillamón
EAACI Headquarters
Hagenholzstrasse 111
3rd Floor
8050 Zurich – Switzerland
Tel: + 41 44 205 55 32
Mobile: +41 79 892 82 25
macarena.guillamon@eaaci.org
www.eaaci.org
Information on the Written Declaration:
http://www.eaaci.org/activities/written-declaration-on-allergies.html
Follow us on:
Twitter: twitter.com/EAACI_Campaign
Facebook: on.fb.me/KCR0NL
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Written Declaration 0022/2013

The proposal for a European Parliament Written Declaration on Recognising the Burden of Allergic disease has been proposed by: Oana
Antonescu (EPP, Romania), Nessa Childers (NI, Ireland), Elisabetta Gardini (EPP, Italy), Françoise Grossetête (EPP, France), Philippe Juvin
(EPP, France), Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE, Bulgaria), Sirpa Pietikäinen (EPP, Finland), Frédérique Ries (ALDE, Belgium), Claudiu Ciprian
Tănăsescu (S&D, Romania), Rebecca Taylor (ALDE, UK), Marina Yannakoudakis (ECR, UK).
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EAACI

The European Academy of Allergy and Clinical Immunology, EAACI, is a non-profit organisation active in the field of allergic and
immunologic diseases such as asthma, rhinitis, eczema, occupational allergy, food and drug allergy and anaphylaxis. EAACI was founded in
1956 in Florence and has become the largest medical association in Europe in the field of allergy and clinical immunology. It includes over
7,800 members from 121 countries, as well as 42 National Allergy Societies.

2

